
2012 Australian History Competition © HTAA & The Giant Classroom                                                           1           4                                                    2012 Australian History Competition © HTAA & The Giant Classroom

2012 Australian History Competition  –  Year 8 Source Sheet   

SOURCE C    Timeline – Historical Periods 

SOURCE L    Two relief panels from the Bayon Temple at Angkor Thom, Cambodia. 
   The temple was constructed around the 12th century AD. SOURCE B    Extract from Wikipedia entry for Great Pyramid of Giza [6 April 2012]

SOURCE A    Egyptian Pyramids

SOURCE K    Structure in France built in the 1st century AD 

The Great Pyramid … is the oldest of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World… Many alternative, 
often contradictory, theories have been proposed regarding 
the pyramid's construction techniques. Many disagree on 
whether the blocks were dragged, lifted, or even rolled into 
place. The Greeks believed that slave labour was used, 
but modern discoveries made at nearby worker's camps 
associated with construction at Giza suggest it was built 
instead by tens of thousands of skilled workers…Panel 1

Panel 2
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SOURCE G    Life at Lake Mungo NSW 30,000 years ago, painted by Giovanni Caselli in 1974

SOURCE  I   Population of Europe & America, 1000-1700 AD 

SOURCE D    Migration routes of early humans, showing when they reached continents
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Source E  Stone statues (moai) on Easter Island (Rapa Nui)

Source F    Summary extract from Clive Ponting’s A Green History of the World, 1991

The Easter Islander’s solution to the problem of transport provides a key to 
understanding what happened to their society. Because they had no animals such as 

horses, they had to rely on human power to drag the stone statues (moai) across the island 
using tree trunks as rollers. The population grew steadily, the number of clans increased 
and they competed to build statues – by the 16th century over 600 had been built. Then, 
when the society was at its peak it suddenly collapsed. The cause of the collapse was 
massive environmental damage brought on by the destruction of the island’s forests. 

In 1348 there was a general death of people throughout the world … the plague came 
to the seacoasts through Southhampton and Bristol. Then the death spread every-

where the sun goes. 
Many villages were deserted. No house was left in them for everyone has died. It is 
likely that no one will live in these villages again.
Sheep and cattle wandered through fields and among crops and there was no one to 
look after them. There were not enough workers anymore. Even though the king tried 
to stop an increase in wages, anyone wanting work done had to pay whatever the 
worker asked or he would lose his crops.  

Source J  Extract from the Chronicle (diary) of Henry Knighton, who lived in 14th century England 

Source H   Feudalism 
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